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Dis and makeup: Homeboy the Clown and Cisco, and Dragon, during the filming of
David LaChapelle's documentary Krumped. Photographs by LaChapelie

family), most krumpers are loners, “The majority of the krump dancers
are on the solo tip,” says Tone. “They like the battle. They like proving
to everybody « ho is the best.”

The mood at a clown-dancing event is inviting, with a cross-section
of the community attending, from toddlers to grandparents. The music
spans everything from hip-hop to funk to gospel. A battle zone—the
forum set up by Tommyv—is almost like a recital, with dancers taking
turns and giving each other room to execute nuanced moves (which are
judged on skill and routine). Krump sessions are more like unruly
playground football games, with dancers interrupting each other, shov-
ing, kicking, and often squaring off in the middle of another’s routine.
The music is rugged hardcore rap, predominantly East Coast MCs like
DMX and Noreaga. “Krumpin' is the R-rated version of clownin',” says
Tone. Adds Rich: *It's like a mosh pit meets a fight club.”

“Clownin’ is more happy, smiley, sunny, energetic.” says Ron, 16,
a.k.a. Solo, of Rice Track. “Krump is mean-spirited. You go at it like you
want to punch people. It's like fighting without touching each other.
You can touch, but you're not going to give someone a black eye.”

“We separated from [Tommy's family] because we got more and
more people who liked to dance harder than usual,” says Tight Eyes,
“Clown dancing is more for the kids, Krumpin' is an abstract outlel.
You have to understand how to get negative.”

Krumpin' constantly blurs the line between theater and real vio-
lence. “There are times when we've seen it get close to a fistfight, but
it never does,” adds Tone. “You do see people hitting and kicking each
other. That's called a 'krump up.’ It's like football players hitting each
other's helmets and pads before a game. Dancers do the same thing—
except they don't have pads. And like football, two krumpers might get
into a fight for a minute and talk trash, but afterward they go back to
the huddle and get ready for the next play. All of these kids are friends,
they're neighbors, they all go to school with each other.”

That said, krumpers have taken clownin’ to an extreme, and some
lose their way. “There are dancers who krump and gang-bang,” says
Tone. “The ones | know are trying to convert over to the entertain-
ment business, Those are the kids | concentrate on, because those are
the go-getters. Bul they get tempted because they see [gangs] every
day of their life. Kids might get serious about dancing, but if they're
not getting somewhere quickly, a lot of them get impatient. drop out,
and go back to the gangs.”

“I've been dancing for, like, six months,” says Milk, 18, cooling down
with a few of his crew members in the parking lot behind the
Inglewood beauty shop. *“My boys Miho and Trouble taught me.” Milk,
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a Denver native, is considered by many to be the first white krumper.
“1 was the only white boy dancing in the clown world,” he boasts. “It
took a while for me to catch on, but now everybody loves me.”

“I taught him how to dance,” says Trouble, 17, grinning slyly. “He
didn’t have no rthythm at all, but now he the stuff. It took a while to
teach him, because he was nothing. But he got it, and I just want my
credit when this gels big."

LaChapelle’s full-length feature should be completed by the end of
the fall, and will expand on the year he spent observing the scene as it
grew exponentially. It will highlight the lives of Tight Eves, 19, and
Lil' C, 21, who [along with Dragon, 22) traveled to Sundance with the
director. The two subsequently landed parts in Hollywood projects
like Be Cool, the sequel to Get Shorty.

Tommy the Clown has mixed feelings about these developments.
“"All the krumpers came from our organization,” he says. “They're
going on auditions and getting picked up for different things. 1 hope
we get ourselves a 'T'V show or a movie, but I'm not goingto be in a
video unless it's our own thing, People don’t come to me. I've had
every type ol idea stolen from me.”

Tommy could still get his moment in the mainstream (he's featured
in the documentary), and he may have some unlikely help. One day
last summer, LaChapelle brought Tommy and his dancers along to a
barbecue at Pamela Anderson’s house. While Andy Dick and
Anderson's ex-husbhand, Tommy Lee, watched, Anderson and Lee's
son Dylan got his face painted by one of the clowns, and his older
brother Brandon tried out his best breakin® move, the “Worm.” Soon,
LaChapelle joined the circle, busting a few krump moves of his own.
All around, neighbors watched, intrigued, and perhaps a bit disturbed.

“Tommy and his dancers just threw down in the middle of the street,”
says Lee, “They're wearing makeup and these crazy red and blue outfits,
piling out of two hooptie cars and doing flips in the street. All these
Hollywood types were looking out of their houses and driving by in their
Range Rovers wondering what the fuck was going on!”

The former Mitley Criie drummer has been a loud proponent of the
krump scene, and a symbol of how it may soon become a widespread
phenomenon

“llove hip-hop and 1 love dance, and this is just the fucking hard-
est, most amazing combination of both that I've ever seen,” he says.
“This kind of dancing is like a huge wrestling match. They've got all
kinds of dancers with their own styles. Some are big, some are small;
there's five-year-olds who throw down as hard as 20-year-olds. There's
girls who kick more ass than the guys.”

Lee pulls out his Blackberry and starts typing himself a memo. “I'm
so inspired by this,” he says, with a huge smile. “I'm going to write a
song about it. It'll be all hardcore beats and loud as fuck! It°]] be a fight
song for the krumpers! I can't wait for more people to learn about
this. It's going to be fucking huge. Once krumpin’ gets out there, there's
gonna be kids from New Jersey to Japan rippin’ it up—trust me. And it
all started down in the ‘hood in LA™ =

Battle scene: two d:
a “krump up" from the dogumentary Krumped




